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welcome!

If you’ve interested in ancient
ggypt, then I’'m so glad you’re
heve because leaming about
hieroglyphs Wwill untock so much
aboout ancient egyptian life.

In Hhe next 30 minutes or so,
qou'\\ discovey how
hieroglyphs work and you’\l

wyie JouY owh hame in

E.g\{p—\-ian hieroglyphs.

ti, ’'m Mmelinda

Or, written another way:

B N

I've written this guide to give you a
quick, but detailed introduction to
the system of hieroglyphs, and to
inspire you to learn more about
ancient Egypt.

I love ancient Egypt, and I wanted
to be an Egyptologist since I was
little. I watched every documentary
I could find and bought a number of
books on ancient Egypt. Can you
relate?

While I did take some detours along
the way (can you believe I almost
became an  accountant?), I
eventually made my way back to my
first true love and earned a Ph.D. in

Egyptology.

© VoicesofAncientEgypt.com

Understanding ancient Egypt on a
deeper level is such a joy and so
empowering! Because I want you to
have that same feeling, teaching
became a passion.

But I wanted to go beyond the
classroom to reach more people like
you — people in love with ancient
Egypt. That’s why I started my
YouTube channel and website:
Voices of Ancient Egypt. And it’s
why I created this guide to get you
started.

Now that I've introduced myself, I'd
love it if you’d introduce yourself —
in hieroglyphs! By the end of this
guide, you will have written your
name in hieroglyphs.

Snap a picture of your hieroglyphic
name and post it on Instagram and
tag me at @VoicesOfAncientEgypt.
Or email it to
melinda@voicesofancientegypt.com

I can’t wait to see it! 5



Intvyoduction

most people think that

hieroglyphs were like modem

emoji — pictures that
communicate ideas (yather

Hhan sounds).

BUt they actually are much
move like our modem text
speak.

In Hhis section, 1’1l show you
why.

ﬁie\rog\\.,phs and Sounds

Have you passed a note or sent a
text message “in code” like this?

In this type of puzzle, the pictures
are used for the sound of the thing

shown, rather than the name of
the thing;:

* the eye actually means “I”.

* the female sheep (called a ewe)
means “you” because “ewe” and
“you” are pronounced the same
way in English.

The heart is used in a different
way. Instead of being used for its
sound, we should read it as
suggesting the idea of love.

Reading the pictures in this way,
we get “I love you.”
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A more modern example of this
same type of “code” would be
common text speak, such as in this
example:

Grs! 11:35 AM v/
GZG 11:35 AM /
c U I8r 11:35 AM v/

e | o9

The letters C and U and the
number 8 are used only for how
their names sound — “see”, “you”,
and “ate” — and not for their usual
meanings. So, C U L8R actually

means “see you later.”

In the same way, we could use:

w &
(bee + leaves) to mean “believes”
in English.



ttieroglyphs representing
complete Wwords

ttow 4o read
ﬁieroq\\fphs

The hieroglyph that is a picture of a mouth <> can be used to write the
word for mouth or it can be used for its sound (like our letter r).

So, why am | +alking to you
about picture-wovd puzzles
and text messaging?

An example of

Because Egyptian hieroglyphs the <>

wovrked in eXach Hhe same

hieroglyph
being used for
the word
“mouth.”

way as text speak and
picture-word puzzles.

Let's see an example of how
Hhis worked in Egyptian
hieroglyphs...
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ttieroglyphs representing sounds
Hhat build wovds

ol Yo read

ﬁie\roq\\.'phs

O¥%, $0 how you know that
hieroglyphs can vepresent
complete words.

Butthey can also represent
sounds Hthat can be ugsed 4o
build words.

Let’'s see how thisg works...

<> can also be used as a “r”’
sound in another word, just as 8
was used in the word “later” and a
bee was used in “believes.”

If we combine the mouth
hieroglyph (sound of the letter r)
with a water hieroglyph (sound of
the letter n), it makes the ancient
Egyptian word for “name” — rn.

The Egyptian word for “name”:

<
MWW

rn (pronounced today like “ren”)
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What about vowel sounds?

You probably noticed that there
are two consonants and no vowels
in the word for name: rn. The
ancient Egyptians did not have
vowels in their hieroglyphic
writing system. They would have
used vowel sounds when saying
words aloud, but much of the time
we don’t know what these sounds
were.

To be able to say words like this
one aloud, English-speaking
Egyptologists often add a short “e”
sound between consonants in
Egyptian words. This is why we
pronounce rn as “ren.”



Using a ”Meaning Sign"

The hieroglyph that is a simple plan of a house can be used to write the
word for house. But it can also be used for its sound values (p and r) to
make other words.

To help you tell apart words with the same signs, another hieroglyph — a
“meaning sign” — is added to the end of most words.

Both of the words below would represent the sounds p and r together
(pronounced today like “per” or “pair”). But the meaning sign lets us know
which word we should recognize.

Using a dash after or below a hieroglyph shows that it is being used to write
what it pictures. So “house” (pr) would be written like this:

I | R -

“Go out” (pr) would be written with a different meaning sign. The walking
legs let you know that the word has something to do with moving;:

L 1
N

The image to the right is an example of how these meaning signs were used
in an ancient text.
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This example is from a stela belonging to a
man named Heqa-ib, which is now in the
British Museum (1671). It shows these two
uses of the house hieroglyph.

In this part of the text, Heqa-ib says of

himself: “I went out from my house.”




Do you realize that
you just read your
first Egyptian
hie\f‘OQ\\iphs’?

You now can recognize the words for
“house,” “go out,” and “name”!

Stop for a minute and congratulate yourself
for getting this far (and do a little happy
dance — I won't tell)!

CHAR T

Now, let’s take this a step further and learn
how to write your own name in hieroglyphs.

Horemheb celebrating having received the
gold of honor.

(Photograph by Rob Koopman)
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Writre JouyY
name IN
hiemg\\.'phs

Now t+hat you know how
hieroglyphs work, H’s+ime to
start combining sounds so that
|you can Wwyite your name in

hierocg\\iphs.

C»om\oining sounds

Earlier, we saw how to combine

<> (r) and MWW (n) to
write the ancient Egyptian word
for “name” (rn):

<

MWW

Using these and other common
hieroglyphs, we can start writing
our own names. Let’s take a look
at some examples.

The hieroglyph of a lower leg is
used for the sound like our letter
b:

J
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Let’s put this together with the
hieroglyphs we already learned.

Remember that the ancient
Egyptians did not write vowels?
Good. Let’s do this!

How could you wuse this
information to spell the name Ben
in hieroglyphs?

That’s right, like this:

J

MWW

combining b and n for Ben (bn).



Wytre youy
name In
h ierog \\"Phs The name meaning sign lets you know that you are reading a name, and not

something else spelled the same way.

The name “meaning sigh”

The meaning signs used for names were:

Remembey how Hhe words for
house and. go out had those
meaning signs attheir ends? a seated man (for men’s names) a seated woman (for women’s names)

Examples of names written with their meaning signs:

Egyptian names also need a Hieroglyphs Sounds English Version

meaning sign 4o indicate that .Jl
they are names and not ﬁ bn Ben
WA

wovds.
i! @ dn Jen
VWA,

Use the list of hieroglyphs and examples on the next few pages to find the
signs you need for the sounds in your name.

© VoicesofAncientEgypt.com 9




ttieroglyphs with sounds like those in engligh

. . . How it would be . .
Hieroglyph Transliteration written in English Closest sound in English
q i 1 i (pronounced like “ee”) *

y (a stronger “y” sound than “i”, also
q q or \\ Y y often pronounced like “ee”

% or Q w woru either w or a long u (like “00”) **

J b b b

D p P p

“1” and pronounced like “ee

»

* called yod, a weak “y” sound like at the end of the word tea, but often shown in English as

** called w or waw, a “w” sound, but sometimes shown in English as “u” and pronounced like “00”

Use these signs if you have any of these sounds in your name.
10
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tHtieroglyphs With sounds like those in English (cont.)

Hieroglyph Transliteration “Ir{rir;: inZOEurllglli)seh Closest sound in English
A f f f

% m m m
PRI n n n*

|—L| h h h

* There was no L sound in ancient Egyptian.

Instead, the Egyptians used r (or sometimes n and r together) for the L sound in foreign names.

If you have an L in your name, substitute r or nr. I did this with my name on page 2!
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11




tHtieroglyphs With sounds like those in English (cont.)

Hieroglyph Transliteration Wliﬁr(;: inZOEurllglli)seh Closest sound in English
ﬂ O e—G@u— s s s
| S‘ sh “sh” as in ship
g | k k k
.’X‘. g g g (ahard “g” as in “gate”)
[ 4 t t
e a d d
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ttieroglyphs with sounds not quite like those in English

Hieroglyph Transliteration “Ir{rir(;: izoEurllglli)seh Closest sound in English
, ot (called aleph) a glottal stop — the
’ sound made in the middle of “uh oh”
(called ayin) a sound made by
0 ¢ at clenching the throat muscles, like
saying “ah” while swallowing
§ h h (called second h or dotted h) a breathy
: “h” pronounced in the throat
@ h kh (called third h) a guttural sound like in
- the Scottish “loch”
(called fourth h) close to third h, but
= ) h kh

softer and closer to English “sh”

# For ease of pronunciation, English-speaking Egyptologists usually treat: 3 and ¢ as a long “ah” sound. Use one of

these signs if you have an “ah” sound in your name.
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ttieroglyphs with sounds not quite like those in English

. . . How it would be . .
Hieroglyph Transliteration written in English Closest sound in English
(called q or qaf) close to “k”, but
A k qork pronounced at the back of the
mouth/top of the throat
(called second t) a soft “t” that sounds
: t tj much like the “ch” in church or the “t”
in adventure
(called second d) a soft “d” that sounds
i d dj much like English “5”, such as in joke,

or like “dg” in judge
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examples of ancient Egyptan and modem names

. Trans- English . Trans- English
Hieroglyph literation pronunciation Hieroglyph literation pronunciation
WA

Seneb ‘J
T | » | & S
WA
S - —1
~—" bk R . Shepsi
J r ebecca I:I Spsi (shep-see)
e Lw
% q q wndy Wendy din Jane (or Jain)
A odl
e —>
% dwrs Jules
—— Cﬁ td
or or Chad
g M rd
din Dean

| ¥

%
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. Practice WytHing your hame in
Time +o hieroglyphs...

pm.c'\-ice...

Don’t be too hard on yourself if you can’t draw the hieroglyphs perfectly
(I’'m right there with you!). It’s all part of the fun! Just keep practicing and
try to get the main elements of each of the signs.

Use the lists of hieroglyphs
and example hames on the
previous pages to find. the
Signs you need. for youyr own
name.

Practice wyiting the
hieroglyphs you will heed in
the space on this page.

When you’ve ready, tum the
page and Wwrire your hame in
hieroglyphs.
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JouY hame In
\nie\roq\\.'ph's!

Wrire your name in hieroglyphs in
‘he box to the vight-

Snap a photo of Yyour hieroglyphic
name and. post i on Instagram and
tag me: @VoicesofAncientegypt-

Instagram not your thing? No
problem. Email the photo of your
name Yo me at: Mmelinda@

VoicesofAncientegypt.com

You can also send me any questions
aboutthis guide, or aboutthe

broader field of £gyptology.

I can’t wait+o hear from you and
see youy first written hieroglyphs!

| just wrote my name
in hieroglyphs!

Download the guide at
VoicesofAncientEgypt.com/glyphs
and learn how to write your own name
in hieroglyphs!
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YouTube:
Instagram:
Website:

Facebook
Group:

Email:

VoicesOfAncientEgypt
@VoicesOfAncientEgypt

VoicesOfAncientEgypt.com

http://bit.ly/VoicesCommu
nity

Melinda@
VoicesOfAncientEgypt.com

Ready Yo leam more about

ancient egypt-...?

I hope you've had as much fun
going through this guide as I've
had putting it together.

If you’re interested in learning
about Egypt,
subscribe to my YouTube Channel

more ancient
to learn more about Ancient Egypt
in fun and informative

whiteboard-style videos.

Also be on the lookout for my next
Voices of Ancient Egypt email
newsletter, in which T’ll shine the
spotlight on a particular aspect of
ancient Egypt and bring you the
latest news and discoveries.

You can also follow me on
Instagram and Facebook (and
don’t forget to tag me when you
post your name in hieroglyphs!).
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I promise that, at Voices of
Ancient Egypt, there’ll be none of
the overly-dramatic plots you’ll see
in Hollywood movies, but also no
confusing academic jargon that

you might find in some books.

Instead, you’ll learn about what
life (and death) was really like in
ancient Egypt.

Best,

mMmelinda

MWW,

—c3
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